
International Relations since 1945 –IR, 819 

(Elective Course) 

Course Description: This course provides an in-depth examination of key 

developments, issues, and transformations in international relations (IR) since the 

end of World War II. Students will explore significant events, theories, and actors 

shaping the global political landscape, including the Cold War, decolonization, 

globalization, regional conflicts, and contemporary challenges. Through historical 

analysis, case studies, and theoretical frameworks, students will critically assess the 

evolution of international relations in the post-1945 era and its implications for global 

governance, security, and diplomacy. 

Course Objectives: The objectives of this course are to: 

 study the background and nature of important issues in international relations 

 focus on the evolution of world politics since the end of the World War II 

 to comprehend the complexities of power politics in a historical context 

 provide an in-depth analysis of international problems in the realm of global 

politics 

Learning Outcome: 

1. Students can form a vision of the past and can understand and analyze 

present-day international politics 

2. Since the course provides the background of international problems, students 

will be able to explain the causes of the emergence of specific issues. 

3. Students will be able to understand the role of international institutions, 

political processes, diplomatic events, interaction between states, and other 

factors that are responsible for shaping world politics. 

4. The course will enable the students to develop their own opinions about the 

political dynamics of recent developments in international relations. 

Course Content 

Week 1: East-West Relations: 

Week 2: Impact of World War II on global politics 

Week 3: Emergence of Cold War and Bipolarity 



Week 4: Policy of Containment and Related Events 

Week 5: Response of the Soviet Union towards Containment 

Week 6: Third World Developments-South Asia, Middle East, Afghanistan 

Week 7: Decolonization 

Week 8: Emergence of Non-aligned Movement 

Week 9: Midterm Exam 

Week 10:  Sino-Soviet split and Sino-American rapprochement 

 Détente:  East-West Cooperation and Peaceful Co-existence 

Week 11:  Post-Cold War Era/ United Nations in the post-Cold War Era 

Week 12:  Russia in the Post-Soviet setting 

Week 13:  The Changing Role of NATO and Emerging Regionalism and 

Economic Organizations 

Week 14:  New Poles of International Power and Influence 

Week 15:  The disintegration of the Soviet Union: Causes and consequences 

Week 16: Final Exams 
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